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General Instructions:

1. The Question Paper contains FOUR sections: READING, GRAMMAR, WRITING and
LITERATURE.

2. Attempt questions based on specific instructions for each part.

SECTION A: READING SKILLS (22 marks)

1. Read the passage and answer the questions. (12)

The Return of the Snow Leopards

1. High in the towering peaks of the Himalayas, a rare and magnificent predator, the snow leopard, silently
roams the rugged and often unforgiving terrain. These elusive cats are masters of camouflage, blending
seamlessly into the rocky slopes and snowy landscapes, which made them extremely difficult to spot for
decades. However, recent systematic observations by dedicated conservationists and wildlife researchers
indicate that the snow leopard population may be gradually increasing. The rising number of sightings
gives hope for the long-term survival of this endangered and iconic species, highlighting the positive
impact of focused conservation efforts.

2. Inthe past, snow leopards faced a multitude of threats that jeopardized their survival. Rapid habitat loss
due to human expansion, illegal poaching for their fur and bones, and declining populations of prey
animals all placed immense pressure on these majestic felines. Additionally, human activities such as
uncontrolled livestock grazing, construction of roads, and other disturbances forced many snow leopards
into increasingly smaller and fragmented areas. These conditions sometimes led to conflicts with local
communities who viewed the predators as a threat to their livestock. Such pressures made their existence
in the wild precarious and left the species dangerously close to extinction.

3. To counter these challenges, a comprehensive conservation strategy was developed involving wildlife
organisations, local communities, and government authorities working together. Anti-poaching laws
were strictly enforced, while community awareness programs educated people about the importance of
protecting snow leopards. Protected areas and wildlife corridors were established to provide safe
habitats, ensuring that snow leopards could move freely without the risk of human interference. Farmers
were encouraged to adopt predator-friendly livestock practices, such as using guard dogs and secure
enclosures, which significantly reduced human-wildlife conflicts and allowed snow leopards to thrive
safely in their natural environment.

4. The results of these combined efforts are highly encouraging. Camera traps and field surveys are now
recording higher numbers of snow leopards than ever before, and instances of conflicts with humans
have decreased markedly. This story of snow leopard conservation demonstrates a broader truth: when
humans collaborate with conservation organisations and local communities, endangered species can be
protected, their habitats preserved, and their populations allowed to recover. It shows that through
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cooperation, dedication, and sustainable practices, humans can coexist with wildlife, safeguarding it for
generations to come.

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above:

I. What is the primary focus of the passage? 1)
(@) Mountain tourism (b) Snow leopard conservation

(c) Himalayan climate (d) Livestock farming

Il. From Para 1, identify the word that means “difficult to locate or catch.” (1)
I11. According to Para 2, which of the following posed a threat to snow leopards? 1)
(@) Forest fires (b) Poaching

(c) Earthquakes (d) Avalanches

IVV. Which conservation step was implemented to protect snow leopards? (1)
(@) Hunting was encouraged (b) Anti-poaching measures were enforced

(c) Mountains were flattened (d) Tourism was increased

V. Who actively participated in the snow leopard conservation initiatives? 1)
(@) Only scientists (b) Only government authorities

(c) Communities, organisations, and authorities (d) International tourists only

V1. What is the core message conveyed by the passage? 1)
(@) Humans and wildlife cannot coexist (b) Wildlife survives only in captivity

(c) Cooperation can help protect endangered species (d) Snow leopards are dangerous to people

VII. Explain why snow leopards were at risk in earlier times. (Refer to Para 2) (2)

VI11. How did the conservation measures contribute to the recovery of snow leopards? (Refer to Paras
3and 4) (2)

IX. What broader lesson about environmental protection can we learn from the story of snow leopards?
(Refer to Para 4) 2

I. (b) Snow leopard conservation

I1. Elusive

I11. (b) Poaching

IV. (b) Anti-poaching measures were enforced

V. (c) Communities, organisations, and authorities

V1. (c) Cooperation can help protect endangered species
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VII1. Snow leopards were at risk because of habitat loss from human expansion, illegal poaching, declining
prey populations, and disturbances from livestock grazing and construction, which forced them into smaller
areas and sometimes caused conflicts with local communities.

VI11. Conservation measures such as enforcing anti-poaching laws, creating protected areas, educating
communities, and promoting predator-friendly livestock practices reduced human-wildlife conflicts and
provided safe habitats, allowing snow leopard numbers to increase and sightings to become more frequent.

IX. The story teaches that humans can successfully protect endangered species through cooperation,
awareness, and sustainable practices, showing that wildlife and humans can coexist when efforts are
coordinated.

2. Read the passage and answer the questions. (10)
Protecting the Environment

1. In recent years, the urgency to protect the environment has become more critical than ever. Rapid
industrialisation, deforestation, and the excessive exploitation of natural resources have caused severe and
widespread damage to the planet. Environmental degradation not only disrupts delicate ecosystems and
endangers wildlife, but it also poses direct threats to human health and survival, including air and water
pollution, scarcity of clean resources, and increased vulnerability to natural hazards.

2. One of the major contributors to environmental pollution is improper waste management. Among different
types of waste, plastic has emerged as the most serious concern because it takes hundreds of years to decompose.
Careless disposal of plastic in rivers, oceans, and on land contaminates soil and water, affecting plants, animals,
and humans alike. Microplastics have even entered the food chain, highlighting the long-term dangers of this
persistent pollutant.

3. Experts emphasise that immediate and sustained action is necessary to restore ecological balance. Adopting
sustainable practices such as reducing plastic consumption, recycling and reusing waste, conserving energy, and
protecting natural habitats can significantly mitigate environmental damage. Equally important is raising public
awareness and encouraging active participation by communities in environmental protection initiatives. When
people work together to care for the environment—through proper waste disposal, tree planting, and
conservation of water and energy—they ensure that natural resources are preserved for future generations.

4. The lesson is clear: protecting the environment is not only a responsibility of governments or scientists but a
collective duty that involves individuals, communities, and industries alike. Thoughtful and consistent action
today can help prevent long-term ecological crises and maintain a healthy, sustainable planet for humans and
wildlife alike.

Answer the following questions, based on the passage above:

I. According to Para 1, environmental degradation is caused by: (1)

(a) natural disasters (b) rapid industrialisation and deforestation

(c) climate change alone (d) wildlife activities

Il. Find from Para 1 the word which means “damage or destruction.” (1)

I11. Which waste is mentioned in Para 2 as a major environmental problem? (1)
(a) Paper waste (b) Metal waste (c) Plastic waste (d) Organic waste
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IVV. Why is plastic waste harmful according to the passage? (1)
(@) It smells bad (b) It is expensive
(c) It takes a long time to decompose (d) It attracts animals

V. According to Para 3, who plays a vital role in environmental protection? (1)
(@) Government only (b) Scientists (c) Public and community (d) Industries

V1. How does environmental degradation affect humans? (Refer to Paral) (2)
VI1I. What sustainable practices are suggested by experts? (Refer to Para 3) (2)
VIII. Find from Para 3 the word which means “long-term maintenance of resources.” (1)

I. (b) rapid industrialisation and deforestation
Il. damage
I11. (c) Plastic waste
V. (c) It takes a long time to decompose
V. (c) Public and community
V1. Environmental degradation affects humans by threatening health and survival, polluting air and water,
reducing clean resources, and increasing vulnerability to natural hazards.
V1. Experts suggest reducing plastic consumption, recycling and reusing waste, conserving energy,
protecting natural habitats, and encouraging public and community participation.
VII1. sustainable

SECTION B-WRITING SKILL (22 marks)

3. Attempt ANY ONE of the following (Word Limit: 40-50 words) (3 Marks)

(a) You are Daniel Green / Sophia White, the Science Club Secretary of Riverside School. Write a notice
informing students about a science exhibition.

Ans:

Riverside School

NOTICE

Date: 12 February 2026

All students are informed that a science exhibition will be held on 22 February 2026 in the school hall.
Interested students should register their names with the undersigned by 18 February 2026.

Daniel Green / Sophia White

Science Club Secretary

OR

(b) You are Alex Brown / Maria Taylor. Your mother is not at home. Mrs. Samson called to give an important
message that the meeting has been rescheduled to next Monday. Write the message.

Ans:
MESSAGE
12 February 2026
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4:00 PM

Mom,

Mrs. Samson called to inform that the meeting has been rescheduled to next Monday at 10 a.m. She asked
you to confirm your availability.

— Alex Brown / Maria Taylor

4. Attempt ANY ONE of the following (Word Limit: 80-90 words) (4 Marks)
(a) Write a short descriptive essay on “My Favourite Festival.”

Ans:

My favourite festival is Diwali. | love the lights, decorations, and fireworks that make the whole atmosphere
joyful. People clean and decorate their homes, wear new clothes, and exchange sweets. Diwali is a time for
family gatherings and celebration. | especially enjoy making rangoli and lighting diyas with my parents. The
festival brings happiness, positivity, and togetherness. Celebrating Diwali helps me appreciate traditions and
enjoy moments with loved ones. It is a festival full of joy and colors.

OR

(b) You are Noah Wilson / Emma Scott. Write an email to your teacher requesting leave for two days due to
family work.

Ans:

To: teacher’s email ID

From: your email ID

Subject: Request for Leave

Respected Sir/Ma’am,

I am writing to inform you that | have some urgent family work and will not be able to attend school on 15
and 16 February 2026. | kindly request you to grant me leave for these two days. | will complete all missed
work after returning to school.

Thank you for your consideration.

Yours obediently,

Noah Wilson / Emma Scott

Class VIII

5. Attempt ANY ONE of the following (Word Limit: 120-150 words) (7 Marks)

(a) Write a letter to the Principal requesting permission to organize a health awareness camp in school.

Ans:

From,

Liam Carter / Ava Wilson
Class VIII A

Riverside School

To,

The Principal

Riverside School

Subject: Request for Permission to Organize a Health Awareness Camp

Respected Sir/Madam,

| am writing to request permission to organize a health awareness camp in our school on 28 February 2026.
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The aim is to educate students about healthy eating habits, hygiene, and exercise. We will ensure proper
arrangements and maintain discipline during the camp.

Kindly grant us permission for the event.

Yours sincerely,

Liam Carter / Ava Wilson

OR

(b) Write a biography of APJ Abdul Kalam.
Points to help you write:

e Bornon 15 October 1931 in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu
« Studied physics and aerospace engineering

e Known as the “Missile Man of India”’; worked on India’s space and missile programs
o Served as the 11th President of India (2002—-2007)

Ans:

Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam was born on 15 October 1931 in Rameswaram, Tamil Nadu. He studied physics and
aerospace engineering and became one of India’s most respected scientists. Known as the “Missile Man of
India,” he played a key role in India’s space and missile development programs. Kalam also served as the 11th
President of India from 2002 to 2007. He inspired millions of students with his humility, dedication, and
vision for a developed India. Dr. Kalam believed in the power of education and hard work, leaving behind a
legacy of knowledge, innovation, and patriotism.

6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following (Word Limit: 150-200 words) (8 Marks)

(a) "Write a story that teaches the lesson ‘Honesty is the Best Policy.” Your story should include a character
who faces a choice between telling the truth and lying, the consequences of their choice, and how the story
ends with the value of honesty being clear."

Ans:

Once there was a girl named Sara who loved reading. One day, she found a lost wallet in the school corridor.
It was full of money and important documents. Sara was tempted to keep it but decided to find the owner. She
gave it to the school office, and soon the wallet was returned to its grateful owner. The principal appreciated
Sara’s honesty in front of the whole school. Everyone praised her for doing the right thing.

Sara felt proud and happy. She realized that honesty not only builds trust but also gives peace of mind. From
that day, she always chose truth over shortcuts, inspiring her friends to do the same.

Moral: Honesty is the Best Policy.

OR
(b) Write an article for your school magazine on “Benefits of Reading Books in Student Life.”

Ans:

Reading books is a wonderful habit for students. It improves knowledge, vocabulary, and imagination.
Students who read regularly develop better concentration and critical thinking skills. Books also teach moral
values, empathy, and creativity. Reading about different subjects and cultures broadens one’s perspective and
helps in academics. Moreover, it reduces stress and provides entertainment without gadgets. Teachers and
parents should encourage students to spend at least 30 minutes a day reading. Developing a reading habit early
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ensures lifelong learning and intellectual growth, making students confident, informed, and responsible
citizens.

SECTION C- GRAMMAR (10 marks)

7. A. Rearrange the following jumbled words/phrases in the given dialogue to create a meaningful
sentence. @Ax1=1)

RAHUL: Mother, is reading books important for us?
MOTHER: (i) books / is / reading / for / knowledge / very / important.
B. Report the conversation given below. 2x1=2)
a. The principal said, “The students must submit the form by Friday.”
b. The principal asked the students, “Have you completed the homework?”’
(1) MOTHER: Reading books is very important for knowledge.
a. The principal said that the students must submit the form by Friday.
b. The principal asked the students if they had completed the homework.
8. Fill in the blanks (i) — (iv) with the appropriate option from those in the brackets. (4 x 1 = 4)
Modern cities are facing many challenges, and one of the biggest is (i) (pollute / polluting pollution)
of air and water. To address this, governments have (ii) (introduced / introducing / introduce) strict
environmental laws. Citizens, too, (iii) (encourages / are encouraged /encourage) to reduce waste and
plant more trees. Only when everyone (iv) (works / work / working) together can we ensure a cleaner
and healthier future.
9. Change the following sentences into passive voice. (1x3 = 3)

1. The chef cooks delicious meals in the hotel.

2. The children are playing football in the playground.

3. The gardener waters the plants every morning.
Answers:

1. Delicious meals are cooked in the hotel by the chef.

2. Football is being played in the playground by the children.
3. The plants were watered every morning by the gardener.

SECTION D - LITERATURE (26 marks)

10. Read the given extract and answer the questions briefly, for any two extracts,
of the three, given. (2x4=8)
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A. My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings;
Look on my Works, ye Mighty, and despair!”

a. Who is Ozymandias?

b. What was written on the pedestal?

c. What irony is present in these lines?

d. What message does the poet convey through this irony?
Answers:

a. A powerful ancient king.

b. A boastful inscription about his greatness.

c. His empire is destroyed despite his pride.

d. Power and pride are temporary.

B. Chess is a gauge of man’s mental development.”

Who says this line?

What is chess compared to?

Why is chess important to Alexis?

How does chess symbolise power in the play? (HOTS)

o0 o

Answers:
a. Alexis
b. A measure of intelligence
c. ltreflects strategic thinking
d. It mirrors manipulation and control

C. Almost all the homes in Coober Pedy are underground. Some of them are so luxurious that they have
swimming pools, wine cellars and beautifully designed rooms.”

Where are most homes in Coober Pedy built?

Mention one luxury found in these underground homes.

Why do you think people prefer underground houses in Coober Pedy?
What does this extract reveal about human adaptability?

oo o

Ans

Most homes are built underground.

Swimming pools / wine cellars.

Underground houses protect people from extreme heat.

It shows that humans can creatively adapt to harsh environments to live comfortably.

o oo

11. Answer any five of the following six questions in about 30-40 words each. (2x5=10)

a. Who is Faye Nayler and why is she significant in the lesson?

Answer: Faye Nayler is a woman miner who owns a luxurious underground home.
b. How did Dr Manette influence the jury?

Answer: He spoke about his own imprisonment and proved Darnay’s innocence.
c. Why is hope said to be “sweetest in the gale”?

Answer: Hope is strongest and most comforting during difficult and stormy times.
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d. How does Mozart’s performance prove that talent cannot be stolen?

Answer: Even after his notes were stolen, Mozart performed flawlessly, proving that true talent comes from
within.

e. What does the nurse’s reaction reveal about her character?

Answer: She is kind, caring, and understands children’s happiness.

f. What does the ruined statue in the desert symbolize in the poem Ozymandias?

Ans: The ruined statue symbolizes the impermanence of power and human pride. It shows that no matter how
mighty a ruler is, time eventually destroys all achievements.

12. Answer in 150-200 words any ONE of the following. (8x1=8)

A. Describe in detail how the trip transformed the narrator’s understanding of the world. How did real-life
experiences make learning more meaningful than classroom lessons?

Answer

The trip transformed the narrator’s textbook knowledge into practical understanding. Concepts of geography,
science, wildlife, and farming became meaningful when he observed forests, animals, and organic farming
first-hand. He saw how rivers flowed, how plants grew, and how farmers managed crops, which made abstract
ideas come alive.

The journey helped him understand that learning is not limited to classrooms. Seeing nature, interacting with
people, and observing real situations deepened his understanding and curiosity. The experiences also taught
him to appreciate hard work, patience, and creativity in everyday life.

Thus, the trip broadened his outlook, made learning enjoyable, and showed him that knowledge is best
understood through observation, experience, and reflection.

OR

B. Narrate the circumstances of the author’s meeting with Mozart. How did witnessing Mozart’s talent and
passion influence the author’s understanding of creativity and hard work?

Answer

The author met Mozart when his father took him to attend a musical performance. Mozart was very young but
already a brilliant musician. Despite his small age and simple appearance, Mozart displayed extraordinary
talent and skill while playing music. His precision, expression, and passion were remarkable for someone so

young.
The meeting left a deep impression on the author. He realized that true greatness does not depend on age,
appearance, or status, but on talent, dedication, and consistent practice. Witnessing Mozart’s focus and love
for music inspired the author and taught him the value of creativity, discipline, and hard work.

The experience encouraged the author to respect talent and strive for excellence in his own pursuits, showing
that inspiration can come from observing extraordinary individuals in real life.

*********ALL THE BEST *khkhkhkhhhhkkkx
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